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HOUSE BI LL 1444

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Haigh, N xon, MIloscia, Shabro, MDernott, Bl ake
and Hasegawa

Read first time 01/25/2005. Referred to Commttee on State
Government Operations & Accountability.

AN ACT Relating to the openness and fairness of public works
bi ddi ng; adding a new section to chapter 39.30 RCW and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that fair and
open conpetition is a basic tenet of public works procurenent, that
such conpetition reduces the appearance of and opportunity for
favoritism and inspires public confidence that contracts are awarded
equi tably and econom cally, and that preservation of the integrity of
the conpetitive bid system dictates that, the contract should be
awarded to that responsi bl e bidder submtting the | owest responsive bid
unl ess good cause i s shown.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 39.30 RCW
to read as foll ows:

After bids for a public work, as defined in RCW 39.04.010, have
been opened by the state or nunicipalities, as defined in RCW
39.04.010, and institutions of higher education as defined in RCW
28B. 10. 016, award nust be made to that responsible bidder who submtted
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the lowest responsive bid, wunless it 1is determined in witing
specifying the reasons that there is good cause to reject all bids and
cancel the invitation. The requirenents of this section shall also
apply to general contractor/construction nmanagers' procurenent of
subcontract bid package work under RCW 39. 10. 061, except that both the
public owner and the contractor/constructi on manager nust determne in
writing specifying the reasons that there is good cause to reject all
bi ds and cancel the invitation.

~-- END ---
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